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instil into their minds the indomitable deeds of Prahlad. But to-
day they find their names engraved among the heroes and heroines
of South Africa. The name of the fourth was Ahmed Mahomed
Kachalia. He was the bravest among the brave. He was one of
the truest men I have known. He was a merchant of very sub-
stantial means. When this satyagraha battle was raging "in South
Africa, he was in the midst of the fight. He was the President of
the British Indian Association in the Transvaal. He not only went
to jail but he was reduced to the utmost poverty. He sacrificed
every earthly possession for the sake of his own honour ever and that
of his motherland. He knew the force of satyagraha. He died
only a few months ago mourned by the whole of South Africa.
He, too, in the commonly accepted sense of the word, was an il-
literate man but he had a fund of commonsense which you would not
see in ordinary people. And he saw with an unerring instinct
that the way to liberty lay not through violence but through self-
suffering. I have no doubt that what was possible for Valliamma,
Nagappan, Narayansaini1 and Ahmed Mahomed is possible for
every one of you today. I ask you in the name of these modern
satyagrahis to follow in their foot-steps, sign the Satyagraha Pledge
and repeal the legislation. The taking of the Pledge is a sacred
act undertaken in the name of the Almighty. Whilst therefore
I invite every man and woman to sign the Pledge, I beseech them
also to consider it deeply and a number of times before signing it.
But if you do decide to sign the Pledge, you will see to it like
Valliamma and Ahmed Mahomed to observe it at the sacrifice of
your lives. The satyagrahi when he signs the Pledge changes his
very nature. He relies solely upon the truth which is another
word for love. Before he signs the Pledge, he might get irritated
against those who differ from him but not so afterwards. After all,
we expect everyone to come over to us as the struggle progresses.
We shall succeed in doing so if we are not bitter against them but
are perfectly loving and respectful. You will have seen in the
papers that I have made three definite suggestions in order to start
my campaign. The adoption of my suggestions will also mark the
religious character of the movement. The first suggestion is that
on the 6th of April, which is a Sunday, we should observe a fast.
The second suggestion is that we should all suspend our ordinary-
business that day. Those who are employed, if they are called
1 A Tamil satyagrahi, who was deported to India from Transvaal, was
not allowed to disembark at several ports on return and died on October 16,
1910 after remaining on board for nearly two months; vide Vol. X, pp. 335-6
& 337-8.
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